paper.
No mental condition endures forever.

vou got this on We dnesday.”” and tucked
" the package, the
three rings. Tha box,
as could bz by the cancellation
stamp, was posted at Station H, New
York, corner of Forty-fifth street and
Lexington avenue.

The prompt return of the smallest
ring, the disguised writing, the sugges-
tion of advertising, all pointed to one
thing, a shrewd and experienced extor-
tioner

corner of
of the
seen

in one
smallest

The cleverness of the move is appa-
rent I'he natural Impulse would be to
write a description of the ring, saying
cond reward prA4 T will return ring.

DaviDSON
RiNas

true detective

story that rivals in its dramats
intensity all the marvelous ex-
ploits of Vidocq, Lecog or Sher-
lock Holmes &9 %9 %9

WOMAN passenger on a steamer five miles off Sandy Hook removed her
She placed them on the marble of the
On

rings to wash her hands.
wash basin and was absent from the room for two minutes.
her retura the rings were gone.
There were five hundred people on the steamer.
to accuse any individual.
Yet, despite the seeming impossibilities in the way the husband recov-

It was impossible

ered the rings within two months.

Circumstance provided for the return of the rings before they were
olen in the exchange of addresses between two women.

And ye: before they were returned to the owner a score of people,
from a quiet little fishing village in the extreme eastern part of Maine
wirg-pulling politicians in Philadelphia were affected.

ey

to

N Saturday, August 22, 193, Mr. | RETURNFED AND THE NOTE
Mrs. W. R. Davidson, of | S '
New York, embarked on the | )

teamner Cygnus to witness the |
international yacht races off|
ndy Hook. |

hundred pleasure secekers |

nd, comprising the u\ualI

N Yor liday crowd.
bo hardly arrived at the
t races when Mre. Davidson |
¥ wiow to the ladies’ saloon to |
the her face with cold water, hoping |
reby o arrest seasickness.

moved her diamond rings, three
% |
¢r, before putting her hands in

She laid them on the marble |
and had returned to the l
eck before #he missed thém. {
I ¢ she rushed back to the {
ngs had vanished. |

‘ th tewardess or any of the }
tic lady passengers have them. |

{ returned to the upper!

old her husband of her mis-

went ring,” she =a “It

" iing of our happi-

i hall never, never Dbs ppY |
1 it is returned.’ |
sentiment is worthy of the |
¢ efforts a man can put forth. |
b ed the determination of the hus- |

within human
} M Davidson to himself, "I shall
those rings."

KXo 1 wife he sald: “Don’t worry, lit-

possibility,” I
|
I'll see what can be done.” |

L5 ison is conservative. |
ptain was approached. He of-|
T A ervices and his desire to 4~-i
t recovery of the rings, T
woman who had fought seasickness |
= with a whisky flask excited
After much argument, whi hj
tq inform popular opinion "
i to search. Nothing was foun-d. |
No Clew Apparent. 5
vere posted throughou the
ring reward. They proved un-
:bt, when the stcamer u--’
ed her dock the captain \.Hnwuzf
f Mr, Davidsen to land before |
er reached her pler. He tole
» the nearest police station and
detective at the boat when the |
{ ers landed. “
» susplcious or known crooked char- |
re see : |
1y home that night Mr, Da- |
pped o place the . exhibit
Herzld Jost and found column.
Beluctant and with heavy hearts the
reached their home without
1 - The wife Inconsolable, the
) waffled. Hope dies out with
the (ng‘of the sun; it was ever so

Funday Mr. Davidson ordered the ad.,

TXHINTS 3 AND 4 -POXIN'WHICH THE, FIRST RING WAS

[P [ [ TERY

exhibit two, to be inserted in Morday's

i But to return one as evidence of good
lfaith. saying ‘““Advertise for the other

|
!twa," displaycd subtleness unusual I‘

“In response to yours at hand ﬂnd‘
herewith check payable to yourself or
bearer, to the amount of $.

“Of course in sending same, you ap-

—faoet Saturdny on stcamer Cygnue, (W
wnluable rings. Ll ral rews no gues, lone, OB
rejure to W, R. DAVIDSON., 18 East 234 st.

EXHIBIT-2.

preciate the fact that I am carrying out
your instructions and relying upon you

to return to me the identical rings.

“As 1 have had no previous doalings,
{of this nature, I am unaware If the]
{amount sent will be regarded yuu'
| as being sufficient to offset your trouble |
in the matter, but if not, advise me as
;Lo same, and on receipt or delivery of
package with two identical rings, the
amount will immediately be handed or
sent to you.”

Mr, Davidson awaited impatiently for
five days, and then. anxiety conquer-
ing, he placed another advertisement
in the personal column of the Herald.
The same day, September 2, he rceeived
the following letter (exhibit 7):

*‘Address all comymunications

by

to E

Marston, care Mrs. Farrell, —— Har-
bor, Me.
“W. R. Davidson, 23d Street:

“Recelved your letter and check. I}

aenag P aruiniiinnsc- saiaesssustoniiy

THATACCOMPANIED IT

A

:
\
\

i
3!

*‘1

4.
-, /ﬁf"ﬁ’ / Z

41/ 7,
2

@

i for the

| or any othér paper, so kindly

OF THE

said nothing whatsoever about any sther

rings
"?\'tll hold the check t
2w

Yyou whether the $2 a8 a

By M the Davidson family hu‘"l: The ad shown In exhibit 5, was im- :}],L](‘-‘::;'.“»}—‘»M?d of 'Ulw" {I‘Aﬂ’ﬂn'r of rings,
become conciled -1" its ringless p(mdl-!m(-dmt,,l)» displayed in the Herald, and to it(.';-.\:‘ Illrl(?h?lz;(::}l:-rxlt\j.'rll(\r?((-].l e
tion. It's easier for a man to forget, ithe following day the following letter, “Kindly  communic entirely by
however, ti for a woman, and lh“ivxhibit 6, came to Mr. Davidson: mai!_ as I' will be unable to see the
mental distress began to show its ef-| '“Saw notice O. K. in Tuesday's Her- Herzld or any other New York paper
fects upon the wife. ‘ald. Send reward to E. Marston, care -
l‘lxmnx:lrrnim: at his office Monday | Mrs. Farrell, - Harbor, Maine.” A Mysterious Letter.
morning, Mr. Davidson found the pack-; In one corner is written “and oblige{ Then followed this in lead pencil:
age (exhibit 3) in his mail. Upon open- | finder of green and diamond ring (20| “Please let me hear from you soon.”
ing it he found printed in lead pencll{gjamonds and three eemralds).” Chis| Tbis letter was posted in East Or-
(exhibit 4) “Please adv. in Tuesday's!j.tter was postmarked New Yor:, and |ange, N. J. It's a far cry from ——
flerald for two rings, so I will know ! o o0 near Christopher street ferry. |Harbor, Me., to Orange. This and the
| Mr. Davidson was now convinced that | ©Xtraordinary character or the letter
LOBT_On steamboat Cyinus, at yucht races, }h" was negotiating with shrewd parties | completely mystl‘ﬂ' .d .\}r r»nvnfisnn, -
e sk und iibe ot wward pard m v+ | | with far reaching influence. However,| After some deliberation he wrote th
tuns to W. % DAVIDEUN_i¢ Best IO | he wrote the following letter: following letter:
EXHMIBIT- 1. New York, Aug. 27, 1983. | “New York, Sept. 2. 19
“E. Marston, E. Marston, care of Mrs. Farrell, —
“Care Mrs. Farrell, Harbor, Me. | Harbor, Me.:

“Thanks for your letfer just recelved
£ that my let-

e

and appreciated,

ter to you with check might have
ried, had the enclosed self- |
inatory notice placed in to-day’s
“With reference to the check sent,

same can be retained and
for vour kindneus in

gending the
ring received.

As the other two rings have asso-
clationg that are dear to my wife, one

pay
£00 for thelr return. as she is worrying

being her engagement ring, will

herself sick about them.

“‘Belleving that you will

PACKACZ containing ring. received. reward:
%“m-no,-m awalt other two. W. R DAVID-
N. 16 East Zd =

tne situation, and ald me in

the rings returned as quickly as
sible, T am, q

pos-
Very truly yours.”

Mr. Davidson, in writing the above,

had two alternatives in mind—first, that |
money |

possibly he had not offered

€nough as reward, and second, to have |

the ciieck cashed, so that he could lo-

cate the party with whom he was com-
municating.

He received an answer six days later,

September 8, postmarked from Newark,
N. J.,

his correspondent to mall letters from.
This letter (exhibit 8) is as follows:
“W. R. Davidson:

“Received your note. Thanks again

check. Have changed my ad-
dress and am golng to be where it will
be impossible for me to see the Herald
: stop all
commupnication with
be entirely useless.
‘8o that you may
with whom you
spondence, I repeat
ciogsed me.

me,

know. I am the one
wve been in  corre-
the aav. you in-

-

‘E. Marston—Did you get check? If
you prefer (mentioning error in adver
tisement) cash, will pay three hundred
dollars for other two ring W. R. D’

*“If T have any trouble i1bout
| check for 225 I'll write you
Otherwise this g the last 'l

hear from me."”

Beginning the Search.
Here was the

tion ceased

stons
no ciews,

wall—commu

ngs

no

mal outlook f« > amate

Mr. Davidson wrote the foll

T

ly to sustain communication:
“N. Y., Sept. 9, 1903,
‘B ston, care of Mrs. Farrell,
Hz: Me
it received I am
v have some
with reference
¢ ‘neck sent,
you wish, 1
after your

1 return me

“NYery truly yvours.™
No answer to this letter was received,

111 T hear from
reward for

used by you
one

appreciate

having

still another locality selected by |

as they will

-

was sent. This was intended to satisfy
the holders of the rings and bring im-
mediate response:

« “New York, Sept. 14, "03.
“E. Marston, care of Mrs. Farrell,
Harbor, Me.:

“if thig letter reaches you, will you
!n(-( communicate with me once more, as
| my wife is auite sick over the loss of
| her engagement ring?
| “Am willing to meet any terms for its
| return,

lso on September 14 the following letter
|

“Very truly yours."”
Apparently, the game was played and
i the rings sold, for no further word was
| received.
| Curiosity
]
]

prompted Mr. Davidson to

.
& E

Qaw NoT 0.K

(N Tvessays HE
P\Fcl-ih‘
SE AD KE WhR D

™ E. Magston

| % 4% Mes FARRELL

FXHIBIT - 6.

4

| write to the postmaster at the little
| town in Maine.

So this letter was sent
September 23:

| “Postmaster, Harbor, Me.:

“Dear Sir—On Sept. 14 I sent a letter
to E. Marston, care of Mrs. Farrell,
Harbor, Me., with written notation
on the outside of the envelope that if

for the same to be returned. Kindly
advise me if the letter has been deliv-
ered or if It still remains in your office,
and oblige,

“Yours very truly.”

| appointing.
the letter was not delivered in five days |

The postmaster’'s auswer, exhibit 9, is
as follows:

———— Harbor, Me., Sept. 24, "3
“W. R. Davidson: -
“Dear Sir—Mrs. Farrell has a box in
this office and all mail for Miss Mars-
ton was put in that, so we do not know
whether the letter you refer to was re-
ceived here or not, as she left no ad-
dress. We will inquice of Mrs. Farrell
“Respectfully,
P. M

(Signed) “‘——e,

In the meantime Mr. Davidson had
been watching his bank for the return
of the twenty-five dollar check. He

had about given it up when it arrived.

Puzzled by a Check.

The back of the check showed the en-
dorsement of E. Marston and the stamp
of a trust company in a small New
Jersey town.

(The names of the town and the bank
are held back for obvious reasons.)

Mr. Davidson immediately went to the
bank and explained matters to its presi-
dent.

Upon looking over their books they
discovered the remarkable fact that
they had no depositor named E. Mars-
ton, yet that was the endorsement on
the check, and it had been cashed be-
vond doubt at their bank.

The craftiness of the holder of the
ring became even more apparent. An-
other point developed: either some pers
son in the bank was party to the ring
job or had been particularly negligent
in his duty, wilfully or otherwise.

The New York Clearing House stamp
on the back of the check showed that
ft had been received there September 9;
therefore it must have been cashed in
New Jersey the day before.

A careful examinatioh of the books
disclosed one twenty-five-dollar check.
It had been presented by a butcher,
but suffice it to say that this check was
soon accounted for.

Mr. Davidson had once
face to face with the wall. To be de-
feated in this manner when a soiu-
tion seemed so near was more than dis-
While scrutinizing the back
of the check he discovered a letter “S”
faintly traced in lead pencil. It prom-
ised little, but, nevertheless, was not to
be overlooked.

Clew in the Letter “S.”

The next day he returned to the bank
for his answer. If ever he found it, it
had to be found in this Jersey town.

Upon seeing the 8" the bank presi-
dent exclalmed: “Why, that sheds some’
light; it is the mark of our Special Sav-
ings Department.”

Examination of the Savings Depart-
ment books revealed no such sum as
$%5, however.

In this latest hour of gloom a thought
passed through “Mr. Davidson's brain
that ultimately solved the whole ques
tion. The thought was absolutely an
accident.

“Is it possible,” he asked, “that some
item a little under twenty-five dollars
could give a clew to the mystery?”

So they looked again and found an en-
try of twenty-four dollars. This trans
action showed that the check had been
handed in and a dollar given as change

“This check was depesited by a Youpg
lady of most excellent family—Miss
May Morgan. I don’t think 1t can possi-
bly be of any asistance,” said the
bank president.

Mr. Davidson, however, went to the
local police headquarters and got a de-
tective,

Now Mr. Davidson had a recollection
of some of the passengers, among them
one young lady whom he described to
the detective. His description fitted
Miss Morgan exactly.

They now became convinced that they
were on the right track. The two de-
tectives repaired to a small hotel and
wrote a note, asking the young lady
to join them in a good time. It was
signed “As ever, George.”

his was sent by a messenger, but
the young lady was not at home.

The next morning the detective wait-
ed across the strect from the house
When Miss XMorgan came out he' £
lowed her. He established the fact t}
she worked in a millinery shop in the
town.

Now came the difficulty of proving
that Miss Morgan and E. Marston wers
one and the same,

Theater Ticket Trap,

After mature dellberation Mr
son decided that, could he get
nature, a comparison with the signs:
on the check might do much
simplifying the identification.

Calling in one of the young women
stenographers in his office, he took her
into his confidence.

“Now you rig yourself up as much
like an actress as possible and go over
to this mlilinery store and see if you
can get this young lady’'s signature,”
said he.

The next afternoon the impromptu act-
ress called at the millinery store,

“Is Miss Morgan in?" she asked.

“No. but she will be, In a few min-

more come

Dav

toward




